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METROPOLITAN
CYCLING

The
Metropolitan
Sports
Committee
Awards Dinner

On the evening of January '20th,
I attended my firstM.S.C, Awards Dinner
held at Neil’s in Riverdale, N. J, This
was the first M,S.C, function I have at-
tended that I didn’t have to drive anhour
and a half to get to. Hosted by Charlie
Watson, the dinner proceededlike clock-
work, ““It’s eight o’clock, we will all sit
down and eat now,*’ and had that strange
aura of an AMA race program, There
was an excellent dinner, dancing fo an

The champions and activity contest winners.

Super Steve Agrumck, winner of the
125 and 250cec two-stroke Champion-
ships.

out-of-tune band, and entertainment, We
even had a “‘puppet show?’ (honest folks,
at a motorcycle scrambles dinner!) and
even a loud mouthed comedian whowent
through half of his routine before he real-
ized that there were ten-year-olds inthe
audience and had to change his wholeap-
proach, Awards were finally made at
midnight and all of our #1 plates except
Lew Holas were present to accept their
awards, (Lew was in Florida.) Also

I'om Rulka won an award for the most
erashes with the least resultant injur-
ies in 1972,

getting awards wereactivity contestwin-
ners, AMA Club members who accumu-
lated points.

The comedian and other hassles
aside, I really enjoyed myself. The one
great thing about a dinnerlike thisis that
you get to see old friends and renew ac-
gtulﬁintances and, frankly, throw the old

The pictures tell the story folks so
check them out on the following pages.




Four
Stroke

Lover

I am enclosing two photos of a bike
built by me this winter,

I recall your doing articles on
““specials® in the past and thought this
would interest you,

The idea behind this machine is that
old 4-strokes may not be the thing towin
on, but still are a joytoride. Like any-
thing special, sometimes the best wayto
get it, is build it. In this case, the ex-
perience of other “‘specials* and sidecar
rigs I have made, are involved.

I intend to run AMA Dist, 2 events

The
713'S
are here!

(#442) this year with this machine, and
I should have a good time, winorno. Its
a great monster to ride; it has already
taught me something,

Specifications:

Engine - Matchless 680 - TCS
barrel (600 plus e.c.), racing magneto,
hi-pressure oiler,

Frame - BS,A, (B-34) modified

Suspension - Assorted Matchless,
Enfield, Hodaka and John Deere parts.

Tank - BS.A.

Tires - 4:00-19 & 4:00-19,
Weight - Heavy, very heavy.

P.S, Iif NETRA sidecars get going, I’Il
be there!

Don Meserve
Bennet College, Millbrook, N,Y.12545

I HODAKA « BOSS MINI BIKES

(
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1973 Bultacos and Hodakas arriving - Order Now !

Orders Shipped C.0.D.

HUGH WEAVER R.D.1 Box 205 Craryville NY. 12521

518) 851-7184 Open 9 to 9 except Friday and Sunday

-~ 24-Hour Boring Service
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ADNESS

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN

Well, it’s finally over., After some
hectic phone calls to the AMA, a mad
borrowing session of assorted equipment
and even a couple of hectic practice ses-
sions on some blacktop, I finally gota
taste of the ‘‘big time®® at the Yamaha
Silver Cup at the Garden. The converted
250 Ossa TT bike was almost ideal for
indoor short-track. We used a Pioneer
top end and with some subile mods to the
transfers and chamber gota super-wide,
flat power curve that pulled from idle to
about 6000 RPMS’s, The frame was
standard Ossa ‘“‘water pipe’ and was too
heavy and the geometry was set for fast
TT and was too slow for indoorsbutwith

the perfect engine Iwas somewhere in the
middle between the Champion framed,
disc-braked factory specials and the
meatballs on the Suzuki & Yamaha moto-
crossers,

For the ‘*big time’? it wasabitof a
disappointment. Just aboutas organized
as a Metro scrambles event, All the
riders and piles of equipment satonthe
street until one o’clock when they were
allowed to go up tothepits, Therewas a
mad rush upstairs (everybody rode their
bikes at breakneck speeds) and we set
up in the “‘pits® which were erowded
(170 riders)and nothing fantastie. Find-
ing a john or place to changewasa major
production. There were supposedly fa-
cilities nearby but there was no an-

nouncement of it to the riders, so ‘we
changed in the pits.

We pitted with Stew Anderson who
was making his pro debut on a 250
Astro. Steve Hernandez was next to us
and we learned a lot just by -watching
him

Sign up was chaotie, just like the
scrambles on a bad day. The tech in-
spection was slow and routine and con-
sisted of no more thana checkfora safe-
ty wired silencer and drain plug (and I
was actually sweating my eracked frame.
Big deal.)

Practice was bad news with as-
sorted pushing and shoving. Finallyget-
ting out, I stopped wobbling after the
second session and started to ride faster
and faster until I did a magnificent crash
into the wall after getting out of ‘the
groove going into the secondturn, Right
between two haybales, It would have
been a goal at the Ranger game the night
before, By the final session, I was
starting to run consistently tightand even
smashed a couple of dudes into the wall,

Stew was having problems with
his Astro and had difficulty keeping a
tight line with the pipey bike. He seized
his low end (shades of Walden) but put in
his 250 Pursang engine whichhe had with
him (in pro racing it’s legal.)

New York rider Shawn King cer-
tainly looked fast in practice as he cor-
nered so low that a giant shower of
sparks were emitted at each turn.

New England’s J. T, Ellis looked
EDOd too on a Champion framed Suzuki

what happened to the Yammie, Jimmy?)
Jimmy still uses MX barsand has thera-
tiest leathers in the world. Duecttape and
magic marker numbers, Ishouldn’ttalk,
as my stick-on, contact paper numbers
were starting to peel. Really embaras-
sing.

The real hot guys were Kenny Ro-
berts, Gary Nixon, John Gennai, Hernan-
dez and Rick Hocking, Hocking was
clearly the fastestrider there in qualify-
ing. He setfasttimeataround8.70 secs.
Nobody was even near him with the other
top riders in the very high eightsand low
to mid nines. I ran a good but cautious

CYCLE

SPORTS CENTER

NOW OFFERS
') HODAKA
Husqvarna @ MOTORCYCLES

WITH OUR "WINNING SYSTEM”
Write or call for free information and
R.D. 6,Upper Court St.

Binghamton, N.Y. 13904
Phone: (607) 775-2141

MAIL ORDER PARTS /SERVICE




time trial and rana 9.67 missing .qualify-
ing by 2/100’s of a second. Needless to
say it was the biggestdisappointment I’ve
ever had, Stew ran a disappointing time
trial of around 10flatand King, who made
the final at the Spectrum ranabouta 9.80,
We were all a bit down, to say the least.
We shouldn’t feel too bad since even 'Gary
Fisher didn’t qualify and he’s not any
slouch.

Jimmy Ellis qualified at about9:55
and had a second row start, Jim had a
good start, was stopped for a restart,
had another good start and ran about
fifth for a couple of laps. Then he tried
a couple of passes on the outside man-
euvers, got a bit out of shape and sud-
denly was in last place where he stayed.
Even in practice, the consequences of a
tiny error in judgment would boggle the
mind of the typical rider. Go a foot
wide in a turn and lose two places. Go
a yard wide and lose five. The pressure
and the paceis beyondbelief, About6/10
of a second separated the bulk of the
top 80 riders. That’s competitive!

The heats were predictable with
the top riders prevailing, The semis
were not so. There werenumerous pen-
alties for jumping the start. Charlie
Watson didn’t beat around thebush. One
jump and back 1/4 of a lap. The kiss of
death. Hernandez got put back and then
fell and was out of it, Justa year ago,
he was on top of it all, This year, he
was totally frustrated. Billy Schaefer
was also put back but workedup to third,
which is a miracle in any book. Nixon
didn’t transfer even though Ihad him fin-
ishing third and he shouldhave. Scoring

Dealers:
Take on

MITSUBOSHI TIRES & TUBES - NGK,
KLG, LODGE PLUGS -~ BATTERIES -
HOOKER EXHAUSTS — DAIDO CHAIN -
K&N ENGINEERING ACCESSORIES -
CALL OR WRITE TODAY ! K&W FENDERS, BRACES FOR ALL
MAKES — CONTINENTAL TIRES —
WSK MOTORCYCLES, 125ce. 175¢c.

POPP, DISTRIBUTORS MADE IN POLAND, —SPECTRO OIL.
RT 208, WALDEN, N.Y. 12586 Tel.(914)772-3561

REQUEST OUR ACCESSORY CATALOG ON YOUR LETTERHEAD,

MOTO-BETA

WE HAVE THE WINNERS

BMW
e Moo T
i PENTON The
ek YAMAHA Street
KAWASAKI
Franchised Dealer H"SQVAR“A

MEADOWBROOK SALES, INC.

288 Jerusalem Ave., Hempstead, L.1., N.Y. (516) 481-4414

NYACK, NEW YORK

Tel. (914) 358-2024

T HOUSE of POWER nc

HONDA

YAMAHA

PENTON ~  S=——
MONTESA

Husgvarna
9 RICKMAN
SALES
ig‘::vErISCSEORIES y We Service What We Sell
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NEW 1972
NORTON'S
$1,475

HILLSIDE

Sales & Service
HODAKA - NORTON
MOTO GUZZI  DUCATI

MOTORCYCLES

Phone 914-956-6241
RT. 97, POND EDDY, N.Y.

CUSTOM TRIPLE
CHROME PLATING

ALL PARTS, INCLUDING ALUMINUM,
BEAUTIFULLY PLATED, STATE THE
‘MAKE OF CYCLE WHEN WRITING FCR
FREE PRICE LIST,

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

W. SWIRIN

DEPT, CS, 2446 3rd ST.
FORT LEE, N.J, 07024
TEL, (201) 947-3092

*

NYTTY

[MOTORCYCLE SALES Ltd.]

R 50/5 R75/5

R 60/5
THE BEST IN MOTORCYCLES

L S v

99 West Shore Avenue
Dumont. New Jersey
DUmont 4-1103
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Competition Specialists
Repairs - all makes

COMPLETE MACHINE SHOP FACILITIES
LARGEST STOCK OF PARTS ON THE EAST COAST.
% HELMETS % LEATHERS % BOOTS %
MO 5—2670

56 Park Ave. Bayshore, N.Y. 11706

%,

Montesa
H@DAKA

(Monark )

LAVERDA
G A

MINI BIKES

POplar 8-4974

DELISRTo

CARBURATORS

RICHARD LIEBMANN — Dusilusn

Weorld’s Finest Carburetor!

FREE TUNING INPORMATION:
ALL INQUIRIES ANSWERED:
FAST MAIL SERVICE!

104 WALNUT STREET, NORTHYALE, NEW JERSEY

error? Don Castro made the final even
though he fell and was a lap behind.
Another scoring error?

Well, I won’t beat around the bush
anymore and get to the main. This was
the best race ever at M.S.G. Hocking
took the lead predictably (He wonevery-
thing up to this point, so why not?) fol-
lowed by Kenny Roberts. Hocking pulled
away until they got into traffic. Then
Roberts pulled rightinbehind started the
pressure. Smash, crash, wobble, crunch.
It appeared that Roberts was going towin
or knock himself and Hocking down. You
could see the pressure onHocking’s face.
Finally in the last lap, after a gigantic
smash, Roberts got by and won., The
crowd had flipped out completely by then
and everybody left totally exhausted.
By the way the final was almost all Ex-
perts this year and the only east coast
rider was Billy Schaefer, who finished
well back. All the others were from
California. Says a lot for the east
coast, doesn®t it?

The event was a bit of a disap-
pointment, though, despite the fantastic
ending. The erowd was a small, under
10,000, compared to 14,500 lastyearand
a fu.l.l house 18,000 in 1971, Il get
smaller too, next year if Brymer runs
again next year. The program has too
many flat spots in it. This is due to the
AMA who runs the event, Too many
conferences and delays. The people,
particularly the non-bikies, are bored.
The P.A. and announcer were totally in-
adequate. The P. A, was too soft (inaud-
ible) and the announcer was noton the ball
and couldn’t fill the flat spots or incite
any enthusiasm, Should have gotten Roxy
Rockwood, The mini-enduro race wasa
gas as usual, but I wonder if we’ll see a

ilver Cup at the Garden next year?

CONVENTION HALL - ATLANTIC CITY

A few days later,Iraced at Atlantic
City in that massive Convention Hall this
time on Bill’s DMR Ossa with the super
fast engine. The event was poorly at-
tended and had a semi-rinky-dink air
about it, but the pits were better, practice
went smoother, and the announcing and
events were run better.

The track was unbelievable. Itis
a full quarter-mile concrete track with
wide straights and turns but seary pil-
lars and walls to crash into. The track
is used for 3/4 midgets and is super
sticky and fast.

Here’s the shocker, Laptimesare
in the high 12 to low 14 sec. bracket!
TOO fast, That’s a 65 to 70 mvh aver-
age, folks! I qualified (big deal, every-
body qualified) at around 14 sees, and
finished seventh in my heat, missing the
consolation by one spot; I was scared
stiff,

Hocking had fast time and won ev-
erything., He took the final by a quarter
lap (the 350°s had a real advantage here)
doing 70 mph wheelies on the final lap!
Too much!

NEW SCHEDULE AND RULES

Look elsewhere in this issue for
our 1973 MSC schedule, It’s full andwe
even have some semi-pro MX (the ini-
tial one April 1st at Nyack,N.Y,) Fish-
kill is the first scrambles on April 29th,



s0 I think I’ll go to Middleboro a couple
of times in April (15& 22), Checkit out.

New rules in the rulebook (you
should have gotten yours by now) are as
follows:

1, 3" numbers onboth sides of your
helmets,

2. Your engine size cc on the cor-
ner of your # plate,

3. Minimum track -width now 20 ft,

4, Extra AMA INSURANCE cover-
age mandatory at all Metro events; clubs
;\foﬂl arrange and riders will pay$1 extra

T it,

I have no news as to possible
changes in awarding of Expert champion-
ship points. I got much favorable com-
ments on itfrom riders. Theidea of Ex-
pert points back 5 places going 10, 8,
6, 4, 2 is reasonable and fair. The
next MSC meeting is held on the second
Tuesday in March (Mar. 13) at Pink’s
Shop in White Plains, Please verify
this by calling first.

A CORRECTION

I got a note from Hugh®s Bultaco
recently and I must make a correction
as to Stew Anderson’s status. Cemoto
has never given Stew any backing before
and any info IgotaboutStew getting future
backing from them was either premature
or false. Stew will continue to ride for
Hugh’s Bultaco, whom he rode for last
season.

We cater to ALL riders

CLASSIC
MOTORS

290 Montauk Highway
Sayville, New York 11782

(516) 567-1406

Trors

PARTS for GREEVES
JAMES
COTTON
D.MW.
D.OT etc.

LARGEST STOCK IN THE EAST !

CROWN

DISTRIBUTING CO

©. 0. BOX 88 = HARTSDALE, N. Y.

Largest OSSA
parts inventory

SERVICE

on the
East Coast

FULL BORE ACCESSORIES

A & A Cycle Shop
Rt.17M Monroe, N.Y.
(914) 783-1333

) 526-8288
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METRO NEW YORK RACING SCHEDULE 1973

APRIL
1
8

29

MAY

13

20
27
28
JUNE

10
17

24

JULY
1
4
8

15

22
29

AUGUST
5

10
12

19
26

SEPTEMBER
2
3
9

16
23

30

OCTOBER
7
14

21
28

NOVEMBER
4

11
18
25

DECEMBER
2

Semi-Pro MX, Nyack, N. Y.

North Jersey Trials, Sparta, N.J.
Cycle Alley Enduro, New Milford, N. J.
Crotona Scrambles; Fishkill, N, Y,
Ramapo Trials, Bardonia, N, Y.

Dist. #2, New Jersey, Observed Trials

Ace Scrambles, Walden, NY

Middletown 1/2 Mile, Orange County Speedway
Nyconn Secrambles, Millertown, N. Y,

Walden Playboys Scrambles, Wallkill, N, Y,
Crotona Scrambles, Fishkill, N, Y.

Walden Playboys Scrambles, Wallkill, N. Y.
Berkshire MX, Claverack, N. Y.
Bridgehampton Road Race

South Woods Serambles, Monticello, N, Y,

Excelsior Scrambles, Modena, N, Y,

South Woods Serambles, Monticello, N.Y.
Semi-Pro MX, Nyack, N. Y.

Excelsior Riders Scrambles, Modena, N. Y.
Berkshire MX, Claverack, N, Y,

Middletown 1/2 Mile, Orange County Speedway
Walden Playboys Scrambles, Wallkill, N, Y,

NyConn Serambles, Millerton, N. Y.

Semi-Pro MX, Nyack, N. Y,

South Woods Serambles, Monticello, N. Y.
Berkshire MX, Claverack, N. Y.

Middletown 1/2 Mile, Orange County Speedway
Ace Scrambles, Walden, N. Y.

NyConn Scrambles, Millerton, N, Y,

Walden Playboys Scrambles, Wallkill, N, Y,

North Jersey Scrambles, Modena, N. Y.
Semi-Pro MX, Nyack, N. Y,

Roosevelt, N, Y., Mile Dirt Track

South Woods Serambles, Monticello, N. Y.
Middletown 1/2 Mile, Orange County Speedway
Excelsior Scrambles, Modena, N. Y,
Berkshire MX, Claverack, N, Y.

NyConn Serambles, Millerton, N. Y.

Excelsior Scrambles, Modena, N. Y.
Middletown 1/2 Mile, Orange County Speedway
Walden Playboys Serambles, Wallkill, N, Y,
Semi-Pro MX, Nyack, N. Y.

Crotona Serambles, Fishkill, N. Y,
Bridgehampton Road Race

Berkshire MX, Claverack, N. Y.

South Woods Serambles, Monticello, N. Y.
Ace Scrambles, Walden, N, Y.

Middletown 1/2 Mile, Orange County Speedway
Walden Playboys Scrambles, Wallkill, N. Y,
Excelsior Serambles, Modena, N. Y.

Semi-Pro MX, Nyack, N, Y,

Walden Playboys Scrambles, Wallkill, N. Y.
Ace Scrambles, Walden, N, Y,

Excelsior Serambles, Modena, N, Y.

Paterson Christmas Scrambles, Walden, N, Y.

North Jersey Observed Trials, Sparta

JACK TRACEY

86 McLEAN AVE, YONKERS, N.Y, TEL, 963-0532

Westchester Dealer

for HONDA

PARTS &
REPAIRS

ALL MODELS
ON DISPLAY

1100 EAST LINDEN AVE.,
LINDEN M. J. 070346
Telephone (201) 925-8828

arso Gapi
Components

Gows . illier)

SPARES

oM ISDT
Parts & Mail Order Service
SHOWROOM:
1100 E. Linden Ave., Linden, N.J, 07036

BOX 276, BERGENFIELD, N.J. 07621
Telephone (201) 262-5998

MOTO BETA
YAMAHA

RTE. 208, WALDEN, N.Y.
TEL. 772-3561
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